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SUMMER NEWSLETTER
UPCOMING EVENTS
July 4th, 11am - 4pm: Old Wintergreen Day
Our big summer event including the museum will be July 4th from
11am to 4pm known as Old Wintergreen Day. Wintergreen Village
is the historic center of the Rockfish Valley and was the crossroads
from which Wintergreen Resort got its name. There will be about
20 old time exhibitors, 3 hours of the Rockfish Gap Band, a food
truck, and raffles for an antique fire truck ride and a glider ride.
Yes, a glider over the Rockfish Valley!

Event needs 10 volunteers for several hours between
11am and 4pm to help with set up, parking, raffle table, greeting
visitors, and take down.

Share the history of this historic crossroad in Nelson County with
your neighbors!

Report of Gene Hughes, Wintergreen Historian and Event Chairman:
“The area we call Old Wintergreen with its commercial enterprises was the
business and social center for the surrounding area from the end of the
Revolution until the 1950s. The Fourth of July 2021 will be the third
celebration of Old Wintergreen Day. There will be storytelling, displays, living
history, food trucks, and music. The Fourth is our most important Patriotic
Holiday. Come on down to old Wintergreen at the intersection of Rt. 151 and
Glenthorne Loop at the Rockfish Valley Foundation to celebrate.”

Oct. 8-10th: Plein Air Paint Out at the Rockfish Valley Trails
For the first time, a group of 20-25 invited professional artists will paint outdoors to capture the
beauty of the streams, woodlands, pastures, and mountains that make Nelson County, VA such a
wondrous place. Visitors will watch paintings being developed from sketches to finished works
of art while they hear natural scientists talk about the ecology, agriculture, history, and the unique
character of the region.

The weekend event is sponsored by the Rockfish Valley Foundation (RVF) in cooperation with
the Rockfish Valley Trail System, Wintergreen Resort, and more.

This free, public event will include artists painting along hiking trails, naturalists giving talks
near the streams, and families hiking the extensive trail system. Those will take place all day
Friday, Saturday, and Sunday October 8, 9 and 10, culminating in Quick Draw competition at
Spruce Creek Park during which artists will have two hours to create a painting, and to then
present an exhibition of all their wet paintings from 2-5pm at the Tuckahoe Clubhouse at
Wintergreen.

http://www.rockfishvalley.org
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REOPENING OF NATURAL HISTORY CENTER - HOSTS NEEDED
The NHC has been closed since Dec. 2019 and is set
to reopen on June 26th. We must have hosts to open
and keep the museum operating. The decision until
we have a larger number of hosts is to open the
NHC from noon to four on weekends. That means
those comfortable will serve two hours or four hours
with or without a partner. Until capacity grows that
means some will hopefully serve a four hour shift.
Do you want to be a host for 2.5 hours between 11
and 4 on a Saturday or Sunday? Please send an
email to volunteer@rockfishvalley.org to express
your interest.

In anticipation of the reopening, RVF is pleased to release a video tour of the Natural History
Center starring Immanol Barragan.
NHC Video Tour Link: tinyurl.com/3fcb7xmy.

RVF NEEDS YOU TO VOLUNTEER
Want to work alongside fellow community members to improve and develop the invaluable asset
that is Spruce Creek Park? Join Michael Lachance every Wednesday at 9 am at the parking area
next to the Children’s Nature Trail in the Park. Any help is much appreciated! We will be
continuing to work on some of the following tasks:

1. Removing weeds that have encroached onto the surfaced trails about:
a. Children’s Nature Trail
b. Stream-side Native Plant Walk
c. Walkways around the Natural History Center

2. Adding crushed stone to rough areas and low spots on the trail
3. Weeding about beds where stands of native plant have been planted
4. Mulching about new trees with shredded bark in lawn area to facilitate mowing
5. Depending if we get rain or not, we may need to water plants planted this spring

Donate Gardening tools - RVF Wish List:
● Hoe for roguing weedy tufts of grass from the trail
● Hard tined garden rakes for evenly spreading out the

material on the trails
● Flat and pointed end shovels and trowels
● Pitchfork
● Pruners and loppers
● Garden totes and cart
● Wheelbarrow

* Extra tools and two wheelbarrows will also be on site *

Have unused gardening tools? RVF is also in need of a donation of any of the aforementioned
items for use in Spruce Creek Park.

Additional Request: Help us get better organized by downloading and completing the volunteer
application available tinyurl.com/uf72tum3. This will help us keep in touch with you, help you
receive our monthly volunteer newsletter and let you know of upcoming activities.
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PAUL SKALLEBERG HIRED AS ENLIT PROJECT MANAGER
A native of the Richmond area, Paul (pictured right) has spent the past nine
years in the Pacific Northwest, exploring the trails, rivers, waterfalls, and
coastline of Oregon and Washington. Before that, Paul worked in Washington,
DC, honing his publishing skills at various nonprofit organizations, including
RE Magazine at the National Rural Electric Cooperative Association. Paul sees
the EnLit Project as an exciting opportunity to spread positive environmental
literacy information to the Nelson County area, while also getting a chance to
explore more of the Central Virginia area he fell in love with while earning his
bachelor’s degree in English Language and Literature from the University of
Virginia. He sees the EnLit Project as a fantastic way to educate people on the
trail in the diversity and complexity of the rocks, water, plants, and animals all
around them. For more information on the EnLit Project, visit
rockfishvalley.org/blog/enlit

STORYWALK IS HERE - Thanks to Nelson Library!
The Rockfish Valley Foundation is thrilled to announce a collaboration with the
Nelson Memorial Library to implement a StoryWalk in Spruce Creek Park and
the Rockfish Valley Trails. This project seeks to connect literacy and the
outdoors to provide a fun, educational experience for children and families.
Hear what Susan Huffman, Branch Manager at the Nelson Memorial Library
has to say about StoryWalk:

“The idea behind a storywalk is to install the story board units (they are
durable, waterproof and locked) along a walk or trail. The storywalk
would have about 12 units.  In each of the units we would have pages
from a children's picture book that families would read as they
walk.”

“Our thoughts are to have the books change every month (maybe
more frequently) and they can be themed to activities that both the
library and the Foundation are doing at the time. An example
would be, if the Foundation were having a bird identification walk
or wildflower walk scheduled, we could have a children's book
ready to accompany that walk.  This project would enhance
literacy, support and promote both the library and the Foundation,
and would engage families in reading and conversation.”

MILKWEED GARDEN IS FLOURISHING
Milkweed is the sole food of the famous Monarch caterpillars, and
provides all the nourishment they need to transform into adult monarch
butterflies. Unfortunately, milkweed is rapidly disappearing,
threatening the monarch population. RVF has had a Monarch Butterfly
Garden, consisting of milkweed plants, for years. It is flourishing, and
has grown to its largest size ever. Want to help the monarchs too?
Planting your own milkweed garden is an easy task that will help this
wonderful species thrive.

https://www.rockfishvalley.org/blog/enlit/


BUFFER PLANTINGS
The 570 native shrubs and trees planted along the river on March 23rd are growing well. Six
different species of shrubs were planted including buttonbush, hazel-alder, red osier dogwood
and silky dogwood, false indigo and southern arrowwood. Eight different tree species were
planted including persimmon, paw paw, red mulberry, redbud, river birch, yellow poplar,
sycamore, and pin oak.

The project was completed with help from employees of the Virginia Department of Forestry
(VDOF), Deya Ramsden, James River Buffer Program Coordinator, and area Foresters, Martha
Warring and B.J. Butler. Conservation Services Incorporated (CSI) was contracted to provide the
plant stock and install the seedlings, along with tree shelters and provide follow up maintenance.

RVF’s 2020 IRS FORM 990EZ IS FILED
The RVF IRS annual 990EZ has been filed. This reports RVF 2020 operations details and financial
information. Here is a link to it located on the RVF website: tinyurl.com/ubz9w3pj

RELEASE OF ENVELOPE FOR
“CHECK BOX QUESTIONNAIRES”
We need 40 volunteers. No joke! RVF seeks to learn
our visitor’s interests and how we can do better. You
can become a marketing deputy by picking up 25
envelopes (sample pictured right) on the porch of the
museum and just hand them out to visitors at the park
and on the trails. If you wish to print it, you can find the
PDF file at tinyurl.com/4btahzjk An easy task that will
pay off in so many ways. Our goal is to have 500
returned by Dec. 31st.

HELP US GROW
Donors: The Rockfish Valley Foundation is trying to
increase its annual donors from 250 to 350. RVF is
introducing a new matching challenge where Trustees
will match the gift of a new donor up to $250 from
April 1st to August 31st until the sum of $5000 of new
funds has been raised. Please make your gift and spread
the word.
Facebook followers: RVF currently has 1462 followers on our Facebook page at
facebook.com/RockfishValleyFoundation. Help us grow that number to 1600 by RVF’s 16th
anniversary in August.

RVF relies entirely on the generosity of people like you. Please consider a donation now. Help us
achieve our goal of 350 donors - we are currently at about 250. Thank you!

● How to Donate: Please visit rockfishvalley.org/blog/donations to learn how to donate to
RVF and support the 2021 operations budget.

● Schedule Monthly Paypal Donations: Visit our website through the link above to join
those who have scheduled monthly PayPal donations to RVF.
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